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Apurimac Project Helping the poor in Peru 

 
 
Bulletin No 3                       London 31 st July 2004 

 
Welcome  to this new issue of our bulletin. We 
would like to greet  our readers and friends, 
particularly those who have offered us their  
assistance in the activities we have carried out 
to date in London. 
 
The Apurimac Project is the fruit of the voluntary 
work of a group of Peruvians and friends of 
Peru in the United Kingdom who have invested 
time and energy in helping to alleviate poverty 
within this area  of the Peruvian Andes. The 
Project also sets itself the objective of 
disseminating Peruvian cultural and artistic 
values in order to strengthen our cultural identiy 
within the United Kingdom. 

 

The fundraising event held in July 31st 2004 is the fifth such to be organised by us in 
London since 2001. Along with the objectives detailed above, it also served the purpose of 
celebrating Peruvian Independence Day. 
 
 

Donations made to date: 

 

·  Playground toys  for the 
Martinelli school in the district of 
Chiara in the Province of 
Andahuaylas. 

·  50 sheets of corrugated iron    
to roof one classroom in said 
school. 

 

 

Community villagers assembling the toys  March 02 
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·  70 sheets of corrugated iron ,  to 
complete roofing of future school dining 
room. 

·  80 bags of  cement to commence  the 
first floor of the future rural community 
centre  

 

·  $1150 (US dollars) to the Chiara 
Community  Women’s group  to build their 
kitchen and workshop. This sum includes a 
donation from the Anglo Peruvian Society,  

·  1,875 new  Soles  (Peruvian 
currency) for the  purchase of 
additional building materials in order 
to complete the construction of the 
second level of the women’s centre. 
This sum include the money collected 
at the events  run in Juy and 
September 2003 

·  500 new soles  towards the 
archeological museum in the city of 
Cajabamba through its founder Mr 
Miguel Rodríguez. 

·  $30 towards the leaving year in the 
Andahuaylas secondary school. 

·  500 new soles  to the rundown  Santa 
María Children’s Home in San Juan 
de Miraflores , in Lima. 

·  And finalley a donation of £ 50 
towards ProArte Peruano UK Feb 04. 

 
Buying construction materials in Andahuaylas with the 
community women , Nov 03 

   Roofing the future school dining room  march 02 

   Village women  cooking in traditional fashion. 

    With community leaders after the first roofing  of their 
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In  this manner  we have been acting on behalf not only of these beneficiary 
groups but also of those friends who, with their generous support, make it 
possible for us to carry out these activities and ensure the continuation of our 
Project. We would like to express our gratitude to you on behalf of the community 
of Chiara. 
 

Apurimac and poverty in rural Peru 
 
The department of Apurimac is a land of constrasts, rich tradition and well rooted 
poverty. 
·  Location: Southern part of Peru. 
·  Provinces: 7 among them Andahuaylas. 
·  The capital of the department  is Abancay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Andahuaylas:  
 
·  Districts: 18. One of them is Chiara the community that we visited in several 

occasions. 
·  Population: 130,000 inhabitants. 
·  Traditions, myths and history: original quechua name Antahuaylla or ‘Pradera 

de los celajes’ (meadow of beautiful skies); with Pacucha lake at the centre. 
·  It is the land of the Chankas who resisted the Inca domination. Andahuaylinos 

take pride in the rebellious character of their forebears historically rooted in pre 
Hispanic times.  

 
    Facts about poverty in Peru  
 
 

�  According to the World Bank Peru is 
among the 12 poorest countries in the 
world. Around 60 % of the Peruvian 
population live in condition of poverty or 
extreme poverty. 

�  Today it is recognized that the poorest 
people in Peru are those who live in rural 
and marginal areas of big cities . In Lima, 
for example, according to the analyst 
Javier Herrera, 4 of every 10 limeños are 
poor.   

�  However the level of poverty is particularly 
high in the rural Sierra, 73.3 % of the 
population are poor, which is higher than 
any other region of Peru and only 
comparable with the level of poverty in the 
jungle  which is 73.2 %.( Cf PSG 89) 

·  Apurimac has 426,000 
inhabitants. 

·  70 % of the population live in  
rural areas 

·  Malnutrition rate: 43.2 % 
·  Population with lack of water: 

32% 
·  No sewage: 71.3 % 
·  No electricity: 45.8 % 
·  Illiteracy: 35% 
·  Illiteracy in the rural area: 

43% 
·  There is one doctor for every 

25,000 inhabitants 
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First visit 2001  
 
 
Chiara , which in quechua can mean louse or cold temperature, is a town whose 
origins as a settlement date back to XVIII century and was linked to mining. 
The district Chiara has 2,110 inhabitants and it is at 3,270 m above sea level.   
The district includes other villages such as Huillcayhua, Yaurecc, etc. 
These villages are officially recognized as peasant communities. They 
traditionally are the continuation of the Ayllus, an Inca social organization and 
therefore both work and celebrations still bear a strong sense of collective 
participation. Like in the rest of the region in these villages quechua is the 
language mostly spoken. 
According to the map of poverty of the year 2000Chiara is considered very poor. 
  
My wife Judith and I have made three visits to this village, the first in 2001. After 
26 hours journey from Lima by coach we arrived in Andahuaylas. From 
Andahuaylas we took the only supply lorry and arrived in Chiara after seven 
hours journey around the mountains and across the puna at approximately 4000 
m above the sea level. The day after our arrival we met the community leaders. 
They told us the living conditions of the population, their urgent needs . They took 
us about to the church which was in an appalling conditions. They asked us to 
help them.  Then we visited the village school after an invitation from the head 
teacher. He showed us a number of problems they were facing such as the lack 

According to Agencia 
Peru: In the province of 
Andahuaylas 69% of 
children under five suffer 
from chronic malnutrition.  
73 of every 1000 children 
die before the first year. 

According to Oscar del Alamo 
in Peru 2,000,000 children 
under 14 are working. 8 out of 
100 workers are children  
between 6 and 14 years old. 
75% of these children work on 
permanent basis, 22% 
temporarily and 3% 
occasionally. 

As a result, the levels of children who 
stopped attending school, low quality 
learning, risks of violence and drug 
addiction  are very high. 

 

As regards to children 69% of 
children between the ages of 6 
and 9 years suffer from chronic 
malnutrition. 

It is believed that most of 
them will never be able to 
use fully their mental and 
physical capacities 

   Children of the community of Huillcayhua . Visit made in Nov 03 
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of materials and the state of disrepair of the school building. We met the teachers 
and talked to the schoolchildren. 
The village is situated on a hillside surrounded by mountains offering an 
spectacular sight with the river Chicha down in the valley. 
The villagers are mostly peasants and the trade activity is scarce. 
After enjoying the warm reception by these people that visit and witnessing the 
state of poverty they were in, we considered doing something to help these 
people. Back in London we organized our first fundraising event in December 
2001. 
 

Second visit 2002  
 
 
After several fundraising events in London we were able to start helping the 
village of Chiara. With the help of the Peruvian community in London and friends 
of Peru , the Anglo Peruvian Society among others it was possible to start and 
complete the roofing of a new school building . We donated playground toys such 
as swings and slides to  the school. We also donated construction material for 
the roofing of the community building which had been uncompleted  for many 
years. 
On our second visit we had an overwhelming reception organized by a committee 
of parents and schoolteachers. A group of children were holding a welcoming 
banner. The older boys wearing traditional costumes entertained us with Andean 
dancing and acrobatics called the ‘negrillos’ a traditional dance from Apurimac 
and Huanuco. 
Like in the previous year accommodation and facilities were basic but very 
warmly offered.  Our contact with local children on this occasion was more in 
depth either in the school or in the roads up and down the village. 
In this occasion we also visited the village of  Huillcayhua. It was a short stay and 
on our arrival we were greeted by the villagers and schoolchildren. The school 
teachers took us to the local school located at a very high part of the village.  The 
school building and other aspects of living conditions showed a very high level of 
poverty. Before leaving the village we offered a small donation for some teaching 
materials. 
We also have been invited to visit the village community of Yaurecc,  a 
committee of yaurinos came to Chiara with several mules to take us there. We 
felt we were not prepared for the  journey walking nearly  6 hours around the 
mountains with  no protection  from soroche or  the heavy rain. We postponed 
the visit for another occasion. 
 

The most recent visit 2003  
 
 
On our arrival in Andahuaylas a committee of the village women were waiting for 
us.  The next day  together with the women we bought construction materials 
such as cement, iron rods, nails, wires, etc. We added more money to the 
previous donation we had made at the beginning of the year, which included a 
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donation made by the Anglo Peruvian Society. All these construction materials 
were intended to continue the construction of their building, a future workshop 
and kitchen for the village women which will also will be beneficial to the local 
children. 
Once again we had an enthusiastic reception organized by the women of the 
village. During our walk around the town we met some familiar faces local 
children and women asking us for their photographs which we had taken the 
previous year. 
We were glad to see some improvements in the village  thanks partly to the new 
mayor who resume the construction of some  buildings such as the town hall 
including the reconstruction of the front of the church. We also have learned that 
the donations made by us were used on the completion of the roofing of the 
community centre.  
 
Facing the future 
 
 
The people of Andahuaylas and the communities still face big challenges, and 
the most important of all, poverty, affects the education and nutritional needs of 
children. 
Chiara and the other communities mentioned are isolated villages in the 
highlands of Peru. There is no way to think of the future of the country without 
considering the future of these populations of rural Peru particularly of the Sierra. 
 
We think that development in these areas requires not only economic but above 
all human development and descentralization.  Andahuaylas is rich in culture  
and history. All this can be summed up in the figure of  the writer born in 
Andahuaylas Jose Maria Arguedas.  He gave enormous importance to the 
values, culture and traditions of the quechua people and in general to the 
indigenous populations.  
 
Like Gustavo Gutiérrez, the founder of Theology of Liberation movement, 
Arguedas  believed that economic and social redemption has also to be spiritual 
and cultural. This objective will be impossible if we still have in this region 35% of 
illiteracy and 43 % in its rural areas. Despite the poverty of the region, 
Andahuaylas and its peasant communities have the potential of their culture and 
traditions. By defending and promoting their identity and their rights as 
indigenous populations it will be possible to use the natural resources in a more 
fair way. 
However children have to be considered a priority at local and national level, the 
only way for a truly social regeneration in the poorest areas of Peru. 
 
Peru Apurimac Project is a voluntary group, which started in 2001after our first 
visit to Apurimac. We have links with the local community of Chiara and with the 
chiarino residents in Andahuaylas and particularly with the Cultural Association of 
chiarino residents in Lima and Callao. Our contacts with other Peruvian 
community groups have increased to other community groups,  thus for instance 
last year we also made a donation to the Children Home in San Juan de 
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Miraflores in Lima to support 120 children of the poorest  We wish to continue 
helping these communities and children of the poorest areas so we invite you to 
continue helping us to help the communities of Apurimac and other poor areas of 
Peru. areas of Lima. Last year we also made a donation to the Children Home in 
San Juan de Miraflores in Lima to support 120 children of the poorest 
 
 
Latest news …. 

 
 
We would like to inform you that our  5th fundraising event and Peruvian 
Independence Day celebration held on 31st July at the Vauxhall St Peters 
Heritage Centre has been a successful one , we raised £1060.24  after costs. 
The attendance was great and everybody enjoyed the artistic show with Peruvian 
dancing and music.  Our special thanks to  Baila Peru dancing group, El Inca 
café, Andrés Prado, Ricardo and Fiorella the marinera dancers, Sofía and José 
Navarro, among other artists, also the  Aguajal restaurant and many people who 
volunteered to help in the organization of  this event and those who gave us a 
hand during  that evening. 
 
We are planning to continue helping community projects in Peru. We made 
contacts with several groups, one from  Huancayo, and another from Callao 
which helps young people with learning disabilities. We are also intending to 
continue supporting the community of Chiara with their local community centre, 
the orphanage in San Juan de Miraflores in Lima, and the Neonatal Unit of 
Loayza Hospital in Lima. 
 
We will keep you informed  about  these and other plans we carry out in the near 
future. 
 
We are grateful for the support we enjoyed  in all the  fundraising events we 
organized in London.  Our  thanks to the Anglo Peruvian Society, the Peruvian 
representative groups other Peruvian organisations and all our friends of Peru in 
the UK. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to continue supporting us 
and to join us in future events and activities. You are welcome to become a 
volunteer. For any queries regarding our Apurimac Project , please contact 
Claudio Chipana  on Tel 020 8699 8731  53a Queenswood Rd Forest Hill, 
London SE23 2QR, or Email cchipana@hotmail.com 
 

Thank you  
Claudio Chipana  
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